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VINCENZO LA GALIA — TRIBUTE 
Statement 

HON ALANNAH MacTIERNAN (North Metropolitan — Minister for Regional Development) [9.10 pm]: 
Madam President, I would like to join you, the Leader of the House and Hon Colin Holt in passing on my 
condolences to the La Galia family. As so many have said here today, Vincenzo was an absolute bright spot in 
parliamentary life. Madam President, I was very interested to hear you speak about his “numero uno” comment 
and it is absolutely true that he had the incredible ability to make everyone feel that they were absolutely special. 
There are a couple of stories about Vincenzo that I really enjoyed. I remember the first time that I went to 
Maurizio Restaurant in North Perth and thought I saw Vincenzo there moonlighting. I raced up to him and asked 
him, “What are you doing here, Vincenzo?” He answered, “No, I am not Vincenzo. I am his identical twin brother, 
Franco.” That was the basis on which we proceeded at Maurizio’s from there on. At Vincenzo’s funeral, 
Father Bianchini commented that many secrets had been buried with Vince. I remember on many a night at 
Maurizio’s after we had had a great night, the bottle of Averna would come out and some of those secrets were 
told. Unfortunately, the power of the Averna is that you did not remember any of them the next day other than that 
they were truly extraordinary stories. You will recall, Madam President, that he so often wore a flower on his lapel 
to provide a symbol of light and pleasure and encourage us all in this challenging environment to enjoy the 
moment. He truly was an exceptional human being and, as so many here have commented, made this place that 
little bit much better. Our condolences to Antonietta and to the three boys and to all his extended family and 
friendship group that will miss him so much. 
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